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21st Annual Report

Message from the President and Executive Director
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone
to the 21th Annual General Meeting of the Child and Family
Services of Central Manitoba Foundation Inc. Tonight, we
have the chance to reflect on the number of children who have
benefited from the work of the Foundation during this past
year. As well, we are able to acknowledge and thank the many
community organizations, businesses and individuals for their
generous financial contributions. It is only with the support of
such people that the Foundation has been able to assist many
families in Central Manitoba to insure their children participate
fully in community recreational activities.
During the 2013/2014 fiscal year, the Foundation has been able to touch the lives of a total of 405
children living in Central Region. This is an increase of 85 children over the previous fiscal year.
Through the resources funded by the Foundation these children were able to participate in a number of
recreational and social programs aimed at supporting their social, physical, emotional and intellectual
well being. The vision statement of the Foundation sums up perfectly the purpose of our organization –
simply “because kids matter”.
During the 2013/14 fiscal year the total financial investment in the four “Chance 2” programs came to
$89,338. All of the “Chance 2” Programs continue to be a huge success.
In addition to supporting the “Chance 2 Programs”, the Foundation has provided financial support to
two other Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba, agency programs not funded through
government. These include the Foster Family Christmas Party held each year on the first Saturday of
December. Last year over 300 people attended this event. This event recognizes the special role Foster
Parents and their families play in the lives of many children who need a safe and loving home.
The Foundation also granted funding in support of the Annual Women’s Retreat organized by the CFS In
Home Support Program. The retreat offers women in Central Manitoba the opportunity to attend a
weekend of self discovery with a focus on well-being. These occasions have a profound impact on all
who participate. A fundamental belief of CFS of Central Manitoba is helping people find their strengths
and to build on them. The Women’s Retreat helps mothers to recognize their strengths as individuals.
Their increased self esteem promotes healthy parenting and healthy children.
We wish to recognize the contributions made by the Board of Directors of the Foundation and the Staff
of Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba. Without their help the Foundation would not be in a
position to offer support to children and their families.
Our relationship with the United Ways of Portage la Prairie, Altona/Gretna, Morden and Winkler
remain strong. We are grateful for their support of the “Chance 2 Camp Program”. We take part in
many fundraising activities throughout the year in support of these United Ways. It is our honour to
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Message from the President and Executive Director con’t...
assist whenever we can at such events as Canada Day, at a Christmas Children’s Carnival, Spaghetti
Lunch, the Portage Potato Festival, door to door canvassing and Days of Caring. Each year the Portage la
Prairie Staff of Child and Family Services organize a garage sale, used book sale and lunch time
pot-luck to raise money.
We are pleased to also recognize several other funders who supported the work of the “Chance 2 Camp
Program”. We would like to thank the Carman Area Foundation, Carman Youth in Philanthropy and the
Linear Grain Fund for their support to “Chance 2 Camp”. Our annual “Chance 2 Camp” BBQ held in the
parking lot of the Agency in Portage la Prairie is growing in numbers every year and was again a great
success raising over $3,800 for the campership program. Thank you to the Salvation Army, McDonalds,
Mix 96.5, the Portage Fair Board, the Portage Lionesses and other private citizens for their generous
donations of equipment or funding and the Portage Collegiate Jazz Choir for their support. A special
note of thanks and recognition goes to Portage Super Market for providing the food and to our dedicated
staff at CFS of Central Manitoba for providing the delicious desserts as well as their labour.
Other dedicated volunteers for this program included our drivers, Gustine and Dennis Wilton, Chris
Delong and Jack Charles who assisted families by taking children to camp and in picking them up when
transportation was needed.
Arron Asham and his friends continue to raise all funding in support of “Arron’s Chance 2 Play”.
Through their annual golf tournament this dedicated group have sponsored many children in the Central
Plains area to participate in minor hockey, recreational hockey, ringette and Can Skate.
Sadly, this past year, the Foundation said farewell to Foundation Administrator Jody Fletcher who retired
in December. We appreciate all the work, creativity and energy Jody brought to the position. We wish
her and her husband, Andy, all the best in the upcoming year as they enjoy time with family and friends.
The Foundation Board of Directors recognized that continuing to have a half time Foundation
Administrator did not allow sufficient time to build relationships with potential funders across the region.
For this reason, they choose to fund an additional half time Foundation Administrator to be based in
Winkler. We were very fortunate to hire two young women to fill the Portage and Winkler Foundation
Administrator Positions. In January we welcomed Nancy Funk to the Portage Office and Julia Johnston to
the Winkler Office. It is hoped this increase in staffing will better position the Foundation to promote
programs in the southern half of our region and to build our funding support base.
In conclusion, we would like to take this opportunity to say a special thank you to several agency staff
members who go beyond the call of duty in support of the Foundation. This includes Simonne Fust and
Olivia Decaire from Administration, Rhonda Verwey, Ruth Spriggs and Myrna Javate from Finance, our
2013 Camp Coordinator, Kendra McMurray, and last but not least, our Foundation Administrators.
Without these people the Foundation could not function. It has been a privilege to work alongside all of
the staff, Board and volunteers who have made this Foundation a success. We wish the Foundation many
more years of good work on behalf of the children of Central Region.
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Message from the President and Executive Director con’t...
Without these people the Foundation could not function. It has been a privilege to work alongside all of
the staff, Board and volunteers who have made this Foundation a success. We wish the Foundation many
more years of good work on behalf of the children of Central Region.

Super Organizer, Olivia Decaire,
with Sara and Angela

Foundation Administrator, Julia Johnston
and Foundation President Grace Delong

Bring on the KIDS!

Staff, old and new, pitch in to make it happen.

Lois, Sally and Sharon – Our Women’s
Retreat Team

Foster Care Workers: Nicole Fehr and
Helena Kot
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Chance 2 Camp Report
“Chance 2 Camp” is the longest running of all the Chance 2
programs administered by the Child and Family Services of Central
Manitoba Foundation Inc. The Camp Coordinator for the 2013
camping season was Kendra McMurray who did a wonderful job of
receiving and processing applications, communicating with parents,
campers and volunteer drivers, and being the contact person for all
the camps our children attended.
The summer of 2013 saw 151 children from the community experience all that summer camp has to
offer, for a total expenditure of $40,509.33. Parental contributions totalled $1,885.00 so the net cost to
the Agency was $38,624.33.
Children in Care accounted for 28 additional campers this summer.
Sometimes the smallest opportunity can make a big difference in a child’s life. Since 1972 “Chance 2
Camp” has funded area children to have a summer camp experience. Thousands of children have been
given the opportunity over the years to challenge themselves and their abilities through participation in
our camp program, an experience that we know helps to build self confidence and self worth.
The 2013 “Chance 2 Camp” program was supported by the United Ways in Portage la Prairie, Winkler,
Morden and Altona/Gretna. The McCain Foundation once again contributed $1,500. We also received
donations from the Linear Grain Fund, the Carman Area Foundation and several individual donations
through our “Friends of Chance 2 Camp” campaign.
Once again, we were fortunate to have dedicated volunteer drivers to assist in getting kids to camp and
back safely. This year our volunteer drivers made 15 trips to and from camps. Thank you to those who
gave up their time to help make this experience possible for the kids in our program!
Thank you to Kendra McMurray for her hard work in making 2013 yet another successful camping
season!!

2013 Camp Coordinator
Kendra McMurray
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Chance 2 Camp Fundraising Barbeque
The 4th Annual Chance 2 Camp Fundraising BBQ was held Thursday, June 13th from 11:30am-1:30pm in
the parking lot of Child & Family Services.
The 2013 Chance 2 Camp barbeque was an absolute success. Once again Darren and Lori Miller from
Portage Supermarket went above and beyond by supplying ALL the food for the BBQ. We must
recognize Darren and Lori and the staff at Portage Supermarket for not only their generosity but also for
their numerous personal deliveries with more food and supplies throughout the event.
Thank you to McDonalds for their donation of the coffee, to Jim at Youth for Christ for the industrial
sized BBQ, and to Doug McInnes at the Fair Board for the tables and chairs.
Thanks once again to the PCI Jazz Choir for the fine tuned entertainment throughout the BBQ.
Thank you to the PCI Sources of Strength group for their Flashmob performance.
A huge thank you to the staff and Board of Directors of the Foundation who helped with everything from
set up and take down, cooking, prepping, cleaning, manning stations, and much more. It was a beautiful
day, and we fed approximately 450 people, raising $3900.00 for our program. We also had a few new
signs made which will benefit many Chance 2 Camp barbeques to come.
Once again, the dessert table was a hit! Thanks again to those who filled the table with their homemade
baked treats and to all those who had a hand in making this day a resounding success.
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Our Agency Staff and Foundation Board all pitched in to help….

Members of the PCI Sources of
Strength (SoS) group entertained
guests with a Flashmob performance.

Members of the
PCI Jazz Choir
entertain.

4th Annual
Chance 2 Camp B-B-Q
Portage la Prairie
June 14, 2013
The Salvation Army partners with the
Foundation by offering their facility for
food preparation and as an alternate
rainy day location.

Child
and Family Services of Central Manitoba
Foundation
Inc.
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Chance 2 Camp Fundraising Barbecues con’t...

It takes a Team
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Chance 2 Grow

“Chance 2 Grow” is a fund within the Child and Family Services of
Central Manitoba Foundation that pays registration fees and helps
with equipment and supplies for a myriad of educational and
recreational opportunities for children in need of financial support up
to a maximum of $400 per year per child. The program is open to all
children and youth between the ages of 5 and 17 who reside in the
Central Region of Manitoba and who meet the qualification of
financial need.
For the 2013-14 fiscal year, ending March 31st, 2013, we wish to
acknowledge the following for their generous financial support of
“Chance 2 Grow”: Access Credit Union in Winkler, Portage Credit
Union, Portage Mutual Company, the Winnipeg Goldeyes Field of
Dreams, the Eric & Lisa Kristof Family Fund, and the Ecole Arthur
Meighen Kids in Philanthropy.
May of 2013 also saw the birth of a new and fruitful fundraiser for the
“Chance 2 Grow” program: our first plant sale, held in partnership
with Vanstone Nurseries. Owen and David Vanstone worked closely
with us and we would like to thank them for their assistance, their
ideas, their excitement for the project and of course, their
generosity. We also need to recognize our plant sale committee
who made this such a success. We chose the “osteospermum” plant
this year and sales from the plants brought in $6,375 for the program.
Looking forward to next year’s plant sale!
In 2013/14 we assisted 118 children in our Northern Region with
such activities as: football, soccer, volleyball, swimming lessons, dance
classes, art classes, ringette, and martial arts for a total of $22,433.88.
We also assisted 53 children in our Southern Region for a total of
$6755.64. Overall a total of $29,189.52 was spent to assist 171
children in experiencing various extracurricular activities.
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Chance 2 Grow con’t...

Executive Director Kathy Wightman, and Nancy Funk,
Foundation Administrator accept a cheque for $1,000.00 from
the Kristof Family Fund within the Community Foundation of
Portage and District Inc..
Presenting the cheque were: Lou Antonissen, and Dr. Eric and
Lisa Kristof

John Mitchell from
Portage la Prairie
Mutual Insurance
Company presents
a cheque for
$2,500.00
to the Executive
Director of the
Foundation, Kathy
Wightman, and
Foundation
Administrator, Jody
Fletcher.
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Chance 2 Play
“Arron’s

Chance 2 Play” continues to be a successful and viable
program within the Child and Family Services of Central
Manitoba Foundation Inc. This was the third year of a new
policy that allows for the payment of full hockey registrations,
doing away with the previous policy of allowing a maximum of
$400 per child per season. In addition to increasing the amount
available for registrations, “Arron’s Chance 2 Play” also covers
the CanSkate program.
This year 40 young hockey players received funding for registration, 9 CanSkate participants had their
registrations paid for, and an additional 6 children received funding for equipment purchases. Equipment
was also made available through an equipment donation from the National Hockey League Players
Association to a handful of children.
Comparisons for the last 5 years:
2009

18 hockey players

2010

29 hockey players

2011

33 hockey players

4 CanSkate

2012

39 hockey players

8 CanSkate

2013

40 hockey players

9 CanSkate

This program is funded from the proceeds of the Arron Asham Chance 2 Play Charity Golf Tournament
which occurs annually in July.
Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba Foundation Inc. administer the funds by accepting
applications, determining eligibility, and paying the bills. We have developed an excellent relationship
with the Portage Minor Hockey Association as well as other Minor Hockey associations throughout the
Central Plains region.
This program has proven very successful and it is our hope that it will continue to provide opportunities
for those young people who would otherwise be unable to play hockey or take part in the CanSkate
program.
The criterion for funding is primarily family income, and applications are approved using the same scale
as the Chance 2 Camp program.
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Chance 2 Play con’t...
Registrations are usually paid directly to the appropriate hockey association. However if individuals
have already paid the association, funds can be paid directly to them. Payment for equipment and
travelling requires receipts.
DISBURSEMENTS OF FUNDS

Registrations paid to Portage Minor Hockey Association

23 hockey players

$11,410.00

Registration paid to Central Plains Capitals

2 hockey players

$3,300.00

Registration paid to Oakville Minor Hockey

1 hockey player

Registration paid to MacGregor Rec Hockey

9 hockey players

Registration paid to Notre Dame Minor Hockey

1 hockey player

$400.00

Registration paid to Gladstone Minor Hockey

3 hockey players

$900.00

Sandy Bay

1 hockey player

$400.00

CanSkate

9

$2,090.00

Equipment

6

$874.15

TOTAL FUNDS DISBURSED 2013

$250.00
$1,900.00

$21,524.15

Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba Foundation Inc.
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Arron’s Chance 2 Play Charity Golf Tournament– 2013
The 9th Annual Charity Golf Tournament was again an outstanding success. With an enthusiastic group
of golfers and volunteers, the day turned out to be our best to date.
Arron’s commitment to the Chance 2 Play Program is evident in his continued support of the golf
tournament, and hockey in this community. Not only did he participate in the tournament, he also
attended and played in a charity ball tournament that raised funds for the program. He also continues to
be extremely big hearted with his time as he interacts with everyone he comes in contact with. He
enjoys especially the opportunity to meet with the kids who have benefited from the Program.
It was nice to be able to provide the opportunity for interested autograph seekers from the community,
young and old alike, to meet Arron and the other celebrities. We are so grateful they were able to
share their time with us that day. Mike Richards in particular added much to the excitement making his
fourth appearance at the tournament. Also attending was Cody McLeod of the Colorado Avalanche.
We again sold out and have established waiting lists of golfers as well as sponsors. The following table
indicates how popular this tournament is becoming.
25 Jul 08

24 Jul 09

23 Jul 10

22 Jul 11

20 Jul 12

19 Jul 13

No. of Teams

33

36

37

36

36

36.5

No. of Golfers

134

143

148

145

143

146

Celebrities

4

4

4

5

6

Hole Sponsors

19

19

19

19

19

3
19

Revenue

25 Jul 08
23,687.41

24 Jul 09
26,381.73

23 Jul 10
30,974.30

22 Jul 11
32,469.02

20 Jul 12
44,858.63

19 Jul 13
46,700.00

Expenses

13,974.44

16,512.87

16,003.37

18,319.58

16,512.02

17,082.72

Profit

9,712.97

9,868.86

14,970.93

14,149.44

28,346.61

29,617.28

This year we were very fortunate to secure a title sponsor.
Scotiabank stepped up to the plate with a $5,000.00
sponsorship and some volunteer manpower. This
accounted from some increase in revenue; however it was a
combination of these increases and the generosity of those
who attended and participated in the raffles, auctions, trip
draw, etc. that revenue actually far surpassed our
expectations. This year’s profit was over $29,000.00.
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Arron Asham’s Chance 2 Play Charity Golf Tournament con’t...
Once again we were very fortunate to receive generous donations of autographed memorabilia from
Arron Asham that contributed to the success of the different contests and draws. The following is a brief
breakdown of revenue raised from these and other donations:
Celebrity Auction
Live Auction – Arron Asham Autographed New York Rangers Jersey
Silent Auction – Winnipeg Jets Andrew Ladd Autographed Jersey, Andrew
Ladd Bobblehead and Winnipeg Jets Tickets donated by Winnipeg Jets
Silent Auction – Autographed Mike Richards LA Kings Hockey Stick
Silent Auction – Colorado Avalanche Autographed Stick Package
Silent Auction – Sky Suite – Winnipeg Goldeyes
Putting Contest (Autographed Arron Asham Jersey)
Trip for 2 to an NHL Game
Prize Raffle
50/50 Draw

$ 500.00
$ 725.00
$ 650.00
$ 200.00
$ 225.00
$ 750.00
$ 745.00
$2,960.00
$ 680.00
$ 558.00

Golfers were again provided with 18 holes of golf, a golf cart, souvenir Sauce Hat and a water bottle, as
well as a delicious roast beef meal. Every golfer also had the opportunity to pick a prize of their choice.
We were privileged to have Keystone Sports Excellence offer a fundraiser with the “extra” Sauce Hats
which raised $1,152.00 for the program.
Linda Watson-Bull spoke to the crowd about “Chance 2 Play” and talked about the impact that their
participation in the golf tournament has on the families and the importance of the continuance of the
program - “it goes way beyond what you can even imagine”.
Our tournament and the Program continue to grow every year in the hearts and minds of community
members from near and far. As well as the proceeds from the Golf Tournament, money is raised in
various ways throughout the year, from curling bonspiels, to slowpitch tournaments, to donations from
other Foundations, businesses and individuals. A significant contribution of $2,000.00 was received this
year from San Gold Corporation, a business contact that was established through the Mike Richards Golf
Tournament attended by our Committee members. As the program continues to become more and
more visible in the Central Region and beyond, and people are hearing more about it, we continueto
receive additional support both in the amount of interest within the community in the actual program, and
financially as well. It is an honor to accept these donations on behalf of the children in the Central Plains
Region who want to play hockey.

Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba Foundation Inc.
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Arron Asham’s Chance 2 Play Charity Golf Tournament con’t...
We want to acknowledge and thank the continued support of the following Gold Sponsors:
Scotiabank
The Screen Door Ltd.
BDO Dunwoody LLP
McCain Foods Canada
Portage Agri Sales
Boston Pizza
Cobbe’s Plumbing & Heating
Total Travel
Asham Curling Supplies
Tavern (Canad Inns)
Portage Credit Union
Blight & Blight
Craig Dunn Motor City
Ingram’s Plumbing & Heating
Towle Construction
Watson’s Roofing & Siding
Dr. Bruce Gitt, Cosmetic & Implant Remax Central Plains Realty
Dentisty of Long Beach
Coors Light
Simplot Canada Limited
Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba Foundation Inc.
As well, thank you to the many businesses and individuals who donated to our prize packages.
Thank you to Child & Family Services of Central Manitoba Inc. for their ongoing work in providing staff
and resources for not only the Arron’s Chance 2 Play Charity Golf Tournament but the Chance 2 Play
program. Staff from CFSCM that assisted the Committee included: Olivia Decaire, Jody Fletcher, and
Jodi McArthur.
Volunteers form a strong base in the smooth operation of the day. Without them the tournament could
not happen. A special thank you to: Master of Ceremonies Travis Roberts, Jayla Bousquet, Tiffany
Ediger, Pauline Calder, Lauren Blight, Azilyn Asham, Oceane Asham.
Our Committee is made up of dedicated volunteers who put countless hours into the organization of
the tournament and we thank them for their commitments. Committee members include:
Arron Asham
Mitch Brennan
Doyle Moar
Cam Asham
Brett Calder
Darryl Patterson
Brad Bailey
Simonne Fust
Megan Sloik
Doug Blight
Danny McArthur
Linda Watson-Bull
This year’s event far surpassed our expectations and an incredible amount of money was raised. Hats
off to everyone involved for raising an all-time high of over $29,000.00.
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Annual General Meeting—2013

Leta at the Guest Book

Jody with CFPD Executive Director Karen Braden

Special Guest Speaker—Janet Shindle

Board Member Tina Lequier’s last meeting–
Thanks Tina

A great night at the Portage Arts Centre

