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OUR MISSION
To work in partnership
with the community to provide
opportunities that will enhance
the emotional, physical, social
and intellectual well being
of children.

Message from the President and Executive Director
“Because Kids Matter.” That is why we are all here tonight; brought
together by a vision that we all share.
Welcome! To this, our
rd
Foundation’s 23 Annual General Meeting. Tonight the Child and
Family Services of Central Manitoba Foundation Inc. can take the
opportunity to reflect on the past year on all the things we have
accomplished, because kids matter. We have the chance to thank
and appreciate all the individuals, businesses and community
groups that provide their hours of labour and talent along with
financial contributions. These valuable supporters assist us in
assuring kids get to be involved in the activities our Foundation
supports.
Our Mission is to work in partnership with the community to provide opportunities that will
enhance the well-being of children. We do this by funding children to participate in social and
recreational activities aimed at supporting their social, physical, emotional and intellectual wellbeing. This past fiscal year the Foundation assisted approximately 396 children in the Central
Region. This is an increase of 27 from the prior year.
All of the four “Chance 2” programs of the Foundation continue to be successful. During the
2015/16 fiscal year, the total financial investment in the four “Chance 2” programs came to
$104,236.05. This is a decrease of $13,217.34.
Along with our “Chance 2” programs, the Foundation also provided financial support to
deserving Agency programs of Child & Family Services of Central Manitoba which are not
funded through the Government. One of these is the Foster Family Christmas Party held each
year in December. This party celebrates Foster Parents and their families in their role in the
lives of many children who need a safe and loving home. As well, the CFS In Home Support
Program hosts an Annual Women’s Retreat for women in the region to attend a weekend of selfdiscovery with a focus on well-being. This retreat helps mothers recognize their strengths as
individuals and their increased self-esteem promotes healthy parenting and healthy children.
The Foundation would not be in a position to offer the support it does to children and their
families were it not for the many contributions of individuals; we take this opportunity to say
THANK YOU:




THANK YOU to the staff of Child & Family Services of Central Manitoba who support the
programs we fund and assist with our many fundraising events throughout the year. Agency
staff also holds an annual garage sale and pot luck lunch each year, with all proceeds going
to United Way. The Portage Legion Hall provides the venue at a minimal cost.
THANK YOU to Camp Coordinator, Keana Rellinger;
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Message from the President and Executive Director con’t...








THANK YOU to our Foundation Administrators Sandra Doell and
Nancy Funk. These two ladies are responsible for building
relationships with current and potential funders in the Region and
work hard to raise the profile of our Foundation and its programs.
These individuals are instrumental in getting our name out there
for both fundraising and use of our Programs.
THANK YOU to the Chance 2 Grow “flower ladies” who provide
many hours of labour each spring to ensure our plant sale is a
success. The profits realized from this fundraiser has increased
year over year and is a well known fundraiser in the community
of Portage la Prairie.
THANK YOU to the Chance 2 Play team; Arron Asham and his friends host an annual golf
tournament so children in the Central Plains area can participate in hockey and skating.
THANK YOU to all the volunteer drivers who make sure kids get to camp
And of course THANK YOU to the Board of Directors of the Foundation who attend meetings
regularly in order to move forward the valuable work of the Foundation.

Our Foundation also works in partnership with many other community groups which we also wish
to recognize:




We are grateful for the support of the United Ways of Portage la Prairie, Altona/Gretna, and
Morden who support our “Chance 2 Camp” Program. As part of this partnership, our
Foundation supports the fundraising events of the United Ways such as the Kick-off
Luncheon, Canada Day, Christmas Children’s Carnival, Spaghetti Lunch, Ladies Night and
the Portage Potato Festival.
Each year in June, the Foundation hosts a Chance 2 Camp BBQ which is supported by the
Salvation Army, McDonalds, Mix 96.5, MacDonald’s Sporting Goods, Portage Fair Board,
Youth for Christ, Cobbe’s Plumbing & Heating, Travel Quest, Boston Pizza, Lee Storage Units
and many other private donors. We thank these entities and individuals for their generous
support of money or equipment. Thanks to the Portage Collegiate Jazz Choir which provides
wonderful entertainment; and, we would like to especially thank Portage Supermarket for
providing food, and the staff of the Agency and Board for providing the labour along with
delicious desserts.

It is a privilege to work alongside all these people, businesses and organizations who all
contribute in their own way. Our Foundation relies on and appreciates this support for without it,
our success would be much diminished.
Keeping in mind the Vision we all share “Because Kids Matter” and the Mission to work in
partnership with the community to provide opportunities that will enhance the well-being of
children, we wish the Foundation many, many more years of good work in the Central Region.
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Message from the President and Executive Director con’t...

The
United
Way
Garage
Sale

CFS Staff; Jayme, Lois,
Alyssa & Sharon at the
2015 Women’s Retreat

Foundation Administrator, Nancy
Funk is seen here presenting
Mandy Dubois, Executive
Director of the Portage Plains
United Way, with a cheque for
$1,446.00 on behalf of CFSCM
staff-led fundraising initiatives
including the Annual Garage
Sale.
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Chance 2 Camp Report
The “Chance 2 Camp” program made it possible for 166 children in our Central Region to
attend summer camp in 2015. Just over $43,000 was directly disbursed to 9 different
camps, making it possible for 151 community children and 15 children in the care of the
Child & Family Services of Central Manitoba Agency to attend summer camp. The Chance
2 Camp initiative is administered by the CFSCM Foundation on behalf of the Agency; it is
the longest running program offered by CFS Central Manitoba.
Our 2015 Camp Coordinator was Keana Rellinger. She was our summer student
responsible for managing all aspects of our camp communications, including maintaining
contact with camp staff, parents, agency workers, and our volunteers.
Several returning volunteers served the program by driving children to camps as needed.
Our volunteers have all been vetted through appropriate background checks. We cannot
understate the value of having a roster of citizens we can call on when children have no
other means of transport to camp.
Two camps receive the majority of our campers: Circle Square Ranch is preferred by
children from the Portage la Prairie area, while campers in Winkler overwhelmingly favour
Winkler Bible Camp. As is always the case, campers and their parents make the choice of
which camp the child will attend; only camps accredited by the Manitoba Camping
Association are eligible for funding from Chance 2 Camp.

Foundation Administrator, Sandra
Doell, presents Winkler United Way
with a plaque for their support of the
Chance 2 Camp program

Foundation Administrator, Sandra Doell,
receives a cheque for $1100.00 from the
Altona, Gretna & District United Way for a
total of $8200.00 in 2015.
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Chance 2 Camp Fundraising Barbeque
Chance 2 Camp remains a strong and positive program for the Agency, with administrative
support from the Foundation. As in past years, several 2015 campers needed to use a
sleeping bag provided by Chance 2 Camp. Our sleeping bags are professionally drycleaned for the use of our campers by The Wash Stop Laundromat in Portage la Prairie.
The 2015 Chance 2 Camp BBQ in Portage la Prairie was a huge success! Approximately
500 people attended this annual community event, and approximately $4,400.00 was raised
for the Chance 2 Camp fund. The option of having food delivered was in its second year in
2015, and it proved to be very popular with the local schools, as well as with businesses
whose staff may not have been able to attend as easily as those located in the downtown
area. The revenue from the delivery option alone was about $542.00.

Members of the PCI Jazz Choir entertain.
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Our Agency Staff and Foundation Board all pitched in to help….

6th Annual
Chance 2 Camp B-B-Q
Portage la Prairie
June 11, 2015
The Salvation Army partners with
the Foundation by offering their
facility for food preparation and
as an alternate rainy day
location.
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Chance 2 Grow
All of the “Chance 2” programs give children from low-income families the opportunity to
participate in an activity of their choice. It funds children for both sports and the arts—so
children can express themselves in a wide range of extracurricular activities.
In 2015, the Chance 2 Grow program funded 189 children and youth in the Central Region to
pursue recreation; they chose to attend music lessons, dance classes and a variety of sport,s
ranging from martial arts training to horseback riding lessons.
Approximately $44,000.00 was paid directly to municipal recreation programs, music
instructors and other service providers who deliver programming to our clients. In 2015,
available funds were distributed almost equally between arts organizations and sports
programs; this reinforces the wisdom of helping kids soar by providing funding for a variety of
activities.
We are grateful to the Winnipeg Goldeyes Field of Dreams Foundation, Portage Mutual
Insurance, RL Wolfe Ltd., and Keystone Sports Excellence for their staunch support of Chance
2 Grow. Vanstone Nurseries have become important partners in the Chance 2 Grow program
via our annual plant sale which provides high quality flowers to our generous supporters in
Portage la Prairie and beyond.
Thanks also to Access Credit Union, Portage
Credit Union & Portage Mutual Insurance for
underpinning the success of Chance 2 Grow by
being early and enthusiastic supporters of this
innovative Central Region fund.

Foundation Administrator, Nancy Funk,
receives a cheque for $5000.00 from Stacy
Turner of Portage Credit Union for Chance 2
Grow
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Chance 2 Grow Plant Sale Fundraiser

2015 Chance 2 Grow Plant Sale
Flower “Ooh la la” Petunia

Another successful plant sale for Chance 2 Grow! For 2015 the flower we chose was the “Ooh
La La” petunia. We ordered 4000 of this pink and white hybrid plant. We are very fortunate to
have a dedicated group of “Plant Sale Ladies” that pound the pavement to sell our plants. Led
by Jody Fletcher, our committee consists of Cora McCartney, Liz Sherritt, Val Sissons, Cindy
Clarkson and Pat Wall. They take care of just about everything from sales, to collecting money,
to delivery day. This year we recognized a profit of just over $10,000.00---a huge boost to the
Chance 2 Grow program! Without our special committee, this would not be possible and we
are forever grateful for their continued involvement. We are also very appreciative of our
partnership with Vanstone Nurseries, specifically Owen and David Vanstone. They go the
extra mile every year---providing us with the most healthy plants on the market, specially
producing a “grower’s info card” for our plants with our program information on it as well, and
always pulling out extra plants when we oversell. Vanstone’s support is what makes this
fundraiser such a huge success every year and for that, we thank you.
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Chance 2 Play con’t...
Each year, for more than a decade, Arron Asham hosts a Charity Golf Tournament with the
proceeds going directly to the ‘Arron’s Chance 2 Play Hockey’ program. The former NHL player
grew up in the Central Plains region and his Chance 2 Play fund directly benefits youth from that
area, which includes the communities of Portage la Prairie, Gladstone, MacGregor, Oakville, St
Claude, and St. Eustache. The fund is also available to players on the Central Plains Capitals, as
well as providing funds for youth involved in high school hockey, organized recreational hockey, as
well as CanSkate programs from local figure skating clubs.
In 2015, 49 children received almost $25,000 in support from Arron’s Chance 2 Play fund, and the
money was used to pay for both equipment and registration fees in the Central Plains
region. Without Arron’s support, this would not be possible. On behalf of the children we say thank
you to Arron for his vision, and to the volunteer committee for their good work.
Arron’s Chance 2 Play is entirely funded by proceeds of the golf tournament held each July at the
Portage Golf Club. Approximately $30,000 is raised annually via the golf tournament, and since its
beginning, Arron’s charity has helped over 400 children to play the great game of hockey. Many
dedicated volunteers form the backbone of the committee that ensures this tournament is a
successful annual event.
The goal of the program is to provide hockey and skating opportunities for area children, despite the
difficult economic circumstances of their families. Children in the South Central Region can receive
financial support for hockey and skating via the Chance 2 Grow program. The criterion for funding is
primarily family income, and applications are approved using the same scale as the Chance 2 Camp
program.
2015 marked our 11th golf tournament in support of the Chance 2 Play program. Eleven years of
raising money for kids to play hockey and learn to skate in Central Plains. Wow! And eleven years
of many of the same faces from day one. We’re so fortunate to have such strong support behind us.
Arron’s commitment to the Chance 2 Play Program is evident in his continued support of the golf
tournament, and hockey in this community. He also continues to be extremely big hearted with his
time as he interacts with everyone he comes in contact with. He especially enjoys the opportunity
to meet with the kids who have benefited from the Program.
Once again we were fortunate to have celebrities attend the tournament. This year Arron brought
two of his teammates from Hartford, Michael St. Croix, and Dylan MacIlrath. All of our celebrities
were great ambassadors once again and their personalities were very much appreciated by our
golfers.
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Arron’s Chance 2 Play Charity Golf Tournament– 2014
We again sold out and have an established waiting lists of golfers as well as sponsors. The following
table indicates how popular this tournament is becoming.

No. of Teams

23 Jul 10
37

22 Jul 11
36

20 Jul 12
36

19 Jul 13
36.5

18 Jul 14
39

17 Jul 15
38

No. of Golfers
Celebrities

148
4

145
5

143
6

146
3

161
5

156
3

Hole Sponsors

19

19

19

19

18

18

23 Jul 10

22 Jul 11

20 Jul 12

19 Jul 13

18 Jul 14

17 Jul 15

Revenue

$30,974.30

$32,469.02

$44,858.63

$46,700.00

$42,718.19

$43,675.45

Expenses

$16,003.37

$18,319.58

$16,512.02

$17,082.72

$21,631.84

$19,219.71

Profit

$14,970.93

$14,149.44

$28,346.61

$29,617.28

$21,086.35

$24,455.74

Once again, we were thrilled to welcome back Meseyton Construction and Portage Mutual
Insurance as co-title sponsors of our event. Your involvement and support of community events
such as ours is a testament to your character. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Once again we were very fortunate to receive generous donations of autographed memorabilia
from Arron Asham that contributed to the success of the different contests and draws. The
following is a brief breakdown of revenue raised from these and other donations:
Live Auction – Arron Asham Autographed New York Rangers Jersey
Silent Auction – Autographed Sidney Crosby jersey
Silent Auction – Sky Suite – Winnipeg Goldeyes
Silent Auction – Autographed Jonathan Quick Jersey
Putting Contest (Toolbox– Donated by Canadian Tire)
Luxury Suite at Jets game
Prize Raffle
50/50 Draw

$ 820.00
$ 675.00
$ 500.00
$ 400.00
$ 510.00
$5,000.00
$ 610.00
$ 565.00

Golfers were again provided with 18 holes of golf, a golf cart, complimentary water as well as a
delicious roast beef meal. The organizers chose to eliminate the prize table due to the amount of
work it takes in order to compile enough quality prizes for all golfers. This year, golfers were
treated to golf shirts as their thank you for attending.
Page 13

Arron Asham’s Chance 2 Play Charity Golf Tournament con’t...

This year, we received a letter from a family with 3 boys that receive funding from the program. Their
mother spoke of the hardships she had faced since becoming a single parent, and that without the help of
Chance 2 Play, her boys would not be able to play hockey. Two are goalies and one is a forward, and we
have been able to help them out with goalie development as well as their regular fees. This has made a
huge difference in their skill levels and this year one of the boys was fortunate enough to make his
peewee A team. Good luck this upcoming season boys!
We want to acknowledge and thank the continued support of the following gold sponsors:
Meseyton Construction Ltd.
Simplot Canada Limited
The Screen Door Ltd
McCain Foods Canada
Boston Pizza
Shewfelt’s Plumbing & Heating
Portage Agri Sales
Total Travel
Cobbes Plumbing & Heating
Asham Curling Supplies
KF Aero
Ingram’s Plumbing & Heating
Portage Credit Union
Southport
Blight & Blight
Towle Construction
JL Agronomics
Remax Central Plains Realty
Child & Family Services of Central MB Foundation Inc
Portage la Prairie Mutual Insurance Co
Dr. Bruce Gitt, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry of Long Beach
Thank you to Child & Family Services of Central Manitoba Inc. for continuing to provide staff and
resources for not only the Arron’s Chance 2 Play Charity Golf tournament but the Chance 2 Play
program. Staff from Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba Inc. that assisted the Committee
included: Jodi McArthur, Olivia Decaire, Rhonda Verwey, and Keana Rellinger. Volunteers form a strong
base in the smooth operation of the day. Without them the tournament could not happen. A special thank
you to: Master of Ceremonies, Travis Roberts, Jayla Bousquet, Lauren Blight, Marisa Fraser, Janey
McDonald, Joanne Clark-Gillespie, Azilyn Asham and Oceane Asham.
Our Committee is made up of dedicated volunteers who put countless hours into the organization of the
tournament and we thank them for their commitment. Committee members include:
Arron Asham
Mitch Brennan
Doyle Moar
Cam Asham
Brett Calder
Darryl Patterson
Brad Bailey
Nancy Funk
Megan Sloik
Doug Blight
Simonne Fust
Danny McArthur
Linda Watson-Bull
The success of our 11th year is a testament to the support of our program by the community. They have
recognized the need for our funding and without them, the continuation of Chance 2 Play wouldn’t be
possible. See you on the course next July!
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Chance 2 Learn

“Chance 2 Learn” is a program that provides financial assistance to qualifying individuals to
assist with various post-secondary education expenses. To be eligible for a subsidy, an
applicant must be either a former child-in-care, or a youth on an extension of care with Child &
Family Services of Central Manitoba Inc. Chance 2 Learn is funded by the Child and Family
Services of Central Manitoba Foundation.
Individuals applying for a grant from the Chance 2 Learn Program are required to submit
verification of registration and acceptance to an educational program, school or university. In
addition they need to provide proof of some form of community service, two letters of reference,
and a written statement outlining why they should be considered for the award.
In 2015-16 we were once again fortunate to receive a donation of $2000 from Dennis and
Gustine Wilton for the Chance 2 Learn program. We do sincerely appreciate the Wilton’s
generosity and commitment to our programming.
The 2015-16 fiscal year did not result in any applications being submitted to the Chance 2 Learn
program; this may be attributed to a positive change at post-secondary institutions as tuition
waivers are now being offered at some Manitoba colleges and universities. We look forward
to receiving applications for the 2016-17 fiscal year.

Pictured L-R: Grace Delong, President,
Dennis & Gustine Wilton, Donors,
Chris Delong, Board Member
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