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OUR MISSION
To work in partnership with the community to provide opportunities that will
enhance the emotional, physical, social and intellectual well being of children.

Message from the President

Wow! Another year is in the books for the Child & Family Services of
Central Manitoba Foundation Inc. We are proud to be a part of the 26th
AGM for the Foundation and look forward to many more years of helping
children in the Central region of Manitoba. Our vision continues to be
“Because Kids Matter” and as a Foundation we continue to be guided by this
vision.

Over the past year our board has been continuing to implement and improve
upon our strategic planning for the Foundation. Our goal was to increase
the number of board members from the Southern part of our region, and
while we didn’t meet our goal this fiscal year, I am pleased to say we are
working very hard to make that happen in 2019-20. We are continuing to
look for funding sources from the South as well to keep up with the need for
assistance through our Chance 2 programs in that area.
Andrea Mitchell, Board President

We need to continue exploring options for raising the profile of our
Foundation and the Chance 2 programs in our entire region. We believe the programs are a form of
prevention for kids in our communities—providing a safe space for kids to try new activities, be a part of
a team, meet new friends, filling their calendar with meaningful experiences. The programs are
important to not only the children who benefit from them, but their parents, the activity leaders and
associations and our community as a whole. In order to continue the great work of the Foundation, we
all need to band together and believe in our vision that “Because Kids Matter”, we need the Chance 2
programs to thrive.
Our Mission is to work in partnership with the community to provide opportunities that will enhance the
well-being of children. We do this by funding children to participate in social and recreational activities
aimed at supporting their social, physical, emotional and intellectual well-being. We are also proud of the
fact that our funding also helps the small service providers and associations who facilitate these activities
for children—the local piano teacher, the baseball association, the small dance studio, and much more.
The benefits from the Foundation are so far reaching.
The Foundation also helps in other ways to make a positive difference in our region. The CFS In Home
Support Program hosts an Annual Women’s Retreat for women in the region to attend a weekend of selfdiscovery with a focus on well-being. This retreat helps mothers recognize their strengths as individuals,
and their increased self-esteem promotes healthy parenting and healthy children. It also provides an
opportunity for the women to find a support network through others that are in or have gone through
similar situations. The Foundation has been a small part in helping this weekend happen over the last
several years.
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It is incredibly important for us to acknowledge and thank all the individuals, businesses and
community groups that support our causes. These supporters assist us in ensuring that kids in our
communities have the opportunities to be involved in activities that our Foundation supports.
The Foundation would not be in a position to offer the support it does to children and their families
were it not for the many contributions of individuals; we take this opportunity to say THANK YOU:
THANK YOU to the staff of Child & Family Services of Central Manitoba; especially those who
attend meetings to assist with the administrative and financial duties of the Foundation, as well
as those staff who support the programs we fund and assist with our many fundraising events
throughout the year. The Chance 2 Camp BBQ events would not be possible without the
elbow grease and dedication from the staff in both offices—kudos to all of you!
THANK YOU to Camp Coordinator Brittany Toews;
THANK YOU to our Foundation Administrator Nancy Funk. Nancy is responsible for building
relationships with current and potential funders in the Region and works hard to raise the
profile of our Foundation and its programs. Nancy is instrumental in getting our name out
there for both fundraising and use of our Programs.
THANK YOU to the Chance 2 Grow “plant sale ladies” who provide many hours of labour each
spring to ensure our plant sale is a success. The profits realized from this fundraiser has
increased year over year and is a well known fundraiser in the community of Portage la Prairie
and surrounding area.
THANK YOU to the Chance 2 Play team. Arron Asham and his friends host an annual golf
tournament so children in the Central Plains area can participate in hockey and skating.
THANK YOU to the volunteer drivers who make sure kids get to camp; in 2018 we had Charlie
Clifford and Tim Lehman volunteer their time.
And of course THANK YOU to the Board of Directors of the Foundation who attend meetings
regularly in order to move forward the valuable work of the Foundation.
It is a privilege to work alongside all these people, businesses and organizations who all contribute in
their own way. Our Foundation relies on and appreciates this support for without it, our success
would be much diminished.
Respectfully,
Andrea Mitchell
Keeping in mind the vision we all share “Because Kids Matter” and the mission to work in partnership
with the community to provide opportunities that will enhance the well-being of children, we wish the
Foundation many, many more years of good work in the Central Region.
Page 5

Chance 2 Play
Each year Arron Asham hosts a Charity Golf Tournament with the
proceeds going directly to the ‘Arron’s Chance 2 Play Hockey’
program. The former NHL player grew up in the Central Plains region
and his Chance 2 Play fund directly benefits youth from that area, which
includes the communities of Portage la Prairie, Gladstone, MacGregor,
Oakville, St Claude, and St. Eustache. The fund is also available to
players on the Central Plains Capitals, as well as providing funds for
youth involved in high school hockey, organized recreational hockey, as
well as CanSkate programs from local figure skating clubs.

The 2018-19 year marked the 14th anniversary of the golf tournament fundraiser. Arron’s commitment to
the Chance 2 Play Program is evident in his continued support of the golf tournament, and hockey in this
community. He also continues to be extremely big hearted with his time as he interacts with everyone he
comes in contact with. He especially enjoys the opportunity to meet with the kids who have benefited
from the Program.
In 2018, $21.427 was provided by Arron’s Chance 2 Play to support 39 children in the Central Plains
region and the money was used to pay for both equipment and registration fees in the region. Without
Arron’s support, this would not be possible. On behalf of the children we say thank you to Arron for his
vision, and to the volunteer committee for their good work.
Arron’s Chance 2 Play is entirely funded by proceeds of the golf tournament held each July at the
Portage Golf Club. Approximately $25,000 is raised annually via the golf tournament, and since its
beginning, Arron’s charity has helped over 400 children to play the great game of hockey. Many
dedicated volunteers form the backbone of the committee that ensures this tournament is a successful
annual event.
The goal of the program is to provide hockey and skating opportunities for area children, despite the
difficult economic circumstances of their families. Children in the South Central Region can receive
financial support for hockey and skating via the Chance 2 Grow program. The criterion for funding is
primarily family income, and applications are approved using the same scale as the other Chance 2
programs.
Once again, we were thrilled to welcome back Meseyton Construction, Portage Co-op and Portage
Mutual Insurance as co-title sponsors of our event. Your involvement and support of community events
such as ours is a testament to your character. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
Thank you to Child & Family Services of Central Manitoba Inc. for continuing to provide staff and
resources for the Arron’s Chance 2 Play Charity Golf tournament. Staff from Child & Family Services of
Central Manitoba Inc. that assisted the Committee included: Olivia Simpson, Rhonda Verwey, and
Brittany Toews. Volunteers form a strong base in the smooth operation of the day; without them, the
tournament could not happen.
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Chance 2 Play Golf Tournament Fundraiser

We want to acknowledge and thank the continued support of the following gold sponsors:
Meseyton Construction Ltd.
Simplot Canada Limited
Pro Image Signs
R1N Roofing & Siding
Boston Pizza
Hae Kwang Kim Medical Corp
Portage Agri Sales
Keystone Sports
Cobbes Plumbing & Heating
Asham Curling Supplies
KF Aero
Ingram’s Plumbing & Heating
Stride Credit Union
Southport
Blight & Blight
Towle Construction
Portage Consumers Co-op Smoke Break
Child and Family Services of Central MB Foundation Inc
Portage la Prairie Mutual Insurance
Dr. Bruce Gitt, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry of Long Beach
Our Committee is made up of dedicated volunteers who put countless hours into the organization of the
tournament and we thank them for their commitment. Committee members include:
Arron Asham
Mitch Brennan
Doyle Moar
Nancy Funk
Brett Calder
Darryl Patterson
Brad Bailey
Megan Sloik
Cam Asham
Danny McArthur
We are so thrilled to still be going strong after 14 years and look forward to celebrating 15 years of the
golf tournament in July of 2019.
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Chance 2 Camp

In the summer of 2018, the Chance 2 Camp
program made it possible for 109 children in
the CFS Central Region to attend summer
camp. In 2018, there was $26,764.95 that
was directly disbursed to 10 different camps,
making it possible for 100 community children
and 9 children-in-care to attend summer
camp. The Chance 2 Camp initiative is
administered by the CFSCM Foundation on
behalf of the Agency; it is the longest running
program offered by CFS of Central Manitoba.

Our 2018 Camp Coordinator was Brittany Toews, the summer student responsible for managing all
aspects of camp communications including maintaining contact with camp staff, parents, agency
workers and our volunteers. We were pleased to have Brittany return for the second straight year,
making the transition to Camp season a smooth one. Once again, Brittany was a huge help with
events, fundraisers, as well as being a support to the admin team and social workers.

Two camps receive most of the campers: Circle Square Ranch is preferred by children from the
Portage la Prairie area while campers in Winkler overwhelmingly favour Winkler Bible Camp. As is
always the case, campers and their parents make the choice of which camp the child will attend;
only camps accredited by the Manitoba Camping Association are eligible for funding from Chance 2
Camp.
In 2018, we held two fundraising BBQ’s to assist with
Chance 2 Camp’s bottom line. We continued the Portage
Supermarket partnership in Portage with the 9th annual
BBQ held at the agency. We also held our 2nd annual
BBQ at the Winkler office, with some help from Winkler
CO-OP. Both events are integral in promoting the profile
of the Foundation and assisting the children of our
region. We appreciate the support of both communities
for our annual BBQ’s and REALLY appreciate when
Mother Nature helps us out with the weather!
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Chance 2 Camp Fundraising Barbeques
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Chance 2 Grow

All of the “Chance 2” programs give our clients the opportunity to participate in an activity of their
choice. The Chance 2 Grow program is especially popular with families because it funds children for
both sports and the arts—so children can express themselves in a wide range of extracurricular
activities.
In 2018, the Chance 2 Grow program funded 127 children and youth in the Central Region to pursue
recreation and they chose to attend music lessons, dance classes and a variety of sports lessons
ranging from martial arts training to horseback riding. Chance 2 Grow provides funds for equipment
for both sports and the arts across the Region. Approximately $22452.00 was paid directly to
municipal recreation programs, music instructors and other service providers who deliver
programming to our clients.
We are also proud to say that our funds are going back into the same communities who support us,
by providing income to piano teachers, art studios, local sporting associations, and much more. We
are grateful to the Winnipeg Goldeyes Field of Dreams Foundation, Portage Mutual Insurance, and
Stride Credit Union for their staunch support of Chance 2 Grow.
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Chance 2 Grow Plant Sale Fundraiser

We celebrated 6 years of providing plants to the Central region this year and went totally out of the
comfort zone of our committee by choosing a purple petunia called “Pleasantly Blue”. We sold just
over 5000 plants, and realized a profit of just under $12000.00. Vanstone Nurseries have become
important partners in our annual plant sale which provides high quality flowers to our generous
supporters in the Central Region. They go the extra mile every year---providing us with the most
healthy plants on the market, specially producing a “grower’s info card” for our plants with our
program information on it as well, and always pulling out extra plants when we oversell. Vanstone’s
support is what makes this fundraiser such a huge success every year, injecting much needed funds
into the Chance 2 Grow program.
We are very fortunate to have a dedicated group of “Plant Sale Ladies” that pound the pavement to
sell our plants. Led by Jody Fletcher, our committee consists of Cora McCartney, Liz Sherritt, Val
Sissons, Cindy Clarkson, Pat Wall, Jodi Lee and Andrea Miller. Without them this event would not
be possible and we are forever grateful for their continued involvement.
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2018 saw the revival of the
Manitoba Air Show, held at
Southport in July. The
Foundation got involved by
providing volunteers for the
VIP tents which housed
dignitaries and corporate
sponsors along with VIP ticket
holders.
The weekend was one of the
hottest on record but our
volunteers came through for
us and the event and weekend
turned out great.

Thanks to our volunteers and our involvement in the
2018 Air Show, we received a donation from Southport
and KF Aero of $2,000.00 to support Chance 2 Grow.
The event was small in terms of crowd support due to a
number of factors, but the committee is looking ahead to
2020 and is excited about the prospect of growing the
attendance and interest in the Air Show. It is our hope
that the Foundation is included once again, which will
help promote the good works of our programs and raise
the profile with potential donors.

Chance 2 Learn

“Chance 2 Learn” is a program that provides financial assistance to qualifying individuals to assist
with various post–secondary education expenses. To be eligible for a subsidy, a person needs to be
either a former child in care, or a youth on an extension of care with Child & Family Services of
Central Manitoba Inc. Chance 2 Learn is funded by the Child and Family Services of Central
Manitoba Foundation and is administered by the Agency.
Individuals applying for the Chance 2 Learn Program are required to submit verification of
registration and acceptance in an educational program, school or university. In addition, they need
to provide proof of some form of community service, two letters of reference, and a written portion
outlining why they should be considered for the grant.
We look forward to continue assisting applicants in furthering their education!

